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Asia 
 
April - June 2005 Forecast* 
 
 
Passenger Numbers by Route (millions) 
 
Jan-Mar ‘05 Jan-Mar ‘04 % change Apr-June ‘04 Forecast 
Domestic 5.97 6.61 -9.64% 17.00 15.35 
Intercontinental 16.32 16.14 1.07% 18.90 19.10 
Total 22.30 22.75 -2.04% 35.89 35.16 
 
Due to the tragic events of December 26th 2004, the Asian markets have generally 
seen a drop in passenger numbers over the last three months.  As the economic 
recovery of the area continues, it would be expected that both domestic and 
international passenger numbers would increase to pre-December 2004 levels and this 
should become evident through the course of 2005. 
 
Passenger Numbers by Seat Class (millions) 
 
Jan-Mar ‘05 Jan-Mar ‘04 % change Apr-June ‘04 Forecast 
First 1.18 1.22 -3.30% 2.35 2.27 
Business 2.46 2.60 -5.51% 3.85 3.64 
Coach 18.65 18.93 -1.48% 29.66 29.25 
 
Again, the events of December 2004 have had an effect on passenger numbers by 
seat class but the trend seems to indicate that First and Business Class will be most 
affected. 
 
Estimated Complimentary Meal Numbers by Route (millions) 
 
Jan-Mar ‘05 Jan-Mar ‘04 % change Apr-June ‘04 Forecast 
Domestic 2.99 3.31 -9.64% 8.50 7.68 
Intercontinental 24.47 24.21 1.07% 28.35 28.66 
Total 27.46 27.52 -0.22% 36.85 36.77 
 
Domestic meals have decreased by just under 10% whilst intercontinental meal 
numbers have increased slightly.  Overall, there has been very little change in meal 
numbers produced between the first quarter of 2004 and the first quarter of 2005. 
 
Passenger Numbers by Carrier (millions) 
 
Jan-Mar ‘05 Jan-Mar ‘04 % change Apr-June ‘04 Forecast 
Cathay Pacific 3.63 3.10 17.09% 3.31 3.87 
Japan Airlines 14.60 - - 13.85 - 
Malaysia Air 4.36 4.13 5.54% 4.14 4.36 
Qantas 6.10 6.61 -8.05% 6.24 5.74 
Singapore Airways 3.90 3.83 1.70% 3.80 3.86 
Thai Air 4.34 5.10 -14.85% 4.57 3.89 
 
Thai Air have suffered the greatest from the events of December 2004 seeing a drop of 
just under 15% in passenger numbers in the first quarter of 2005. However, they 
expect to see a recovery in passenger numbers through the second quarter of 2005 
and the rest of 2005 and so the forecast above seems conservative. 
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Headlines 
 
Malaysia 
Malaysia have delayed plans to build a new US$1.05 billion passenger terminal at 
Kuala Lumpur International Airport.  This decision has been taken as the government 
have just given the go ahead to build a new dedicated low cost carrier terminal 
(designed to handle between 10 and 12 million passengers) at KLIA airport in a bid to 
raise its status as a regional hub rivalling Singapore and Bangkok.  Singapore have 
already started building a dedicated low cost terminal – offering the similar no-frills style 
of service as the airlines. 
 
China 
On January 21, 2005, the UK and Chinese governments signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding where the Chinese government recognised the UK’s Approved 
Destination Status. This means that the Chinese government will allow selected 
Chinese tour operators to sell UK leisure tours to Chinese citizens.  
 
British Airways are looking to start flying up to 5 times a week from this summer to 
Shanghai from Heathrow. 
 
Australia 
A new Australian airline is looking to capture the domestic business market by the 
middle of 2005.  OzJet, based out of Adelaide and serving the Sydney, Adelaide, 
Melbourne and Canberra markets, are planning an assault on this premium market 
currently controlled by Qantas.  This airline, originally planned to be a low-cost 
operation until frustrated by the introduction of Qantas’s JetStar in May 2004, will use 
four 737-200’s and two BAe146s. It aims to offer a whole new domestic travel 
experience and will seat 60 passengers in the spacious 737 cabin. 
  
Qantas  
Qantas have upgraded their in-flight catering to international standards on Domestic 
Business flights between Perth and Sydney, Melbourne or Brisbane.  They have also 
upgraded their Domestic Economy in-flight service to international standard on flights 
between Perth and Sydney, Melbourne or Brisbane. 
 
Singapore Airlines 
Singapore Airlines will increase capacity by 5.1% from late March 2005. They will offer 
increased frequency to cities in their global network where demand is high.  The cities 
include Hanoi (+1 flight per week), Shenzen (+2 flights per week), Fukuoka (+2 flights 
per week), Mumbai (+2 flights per week), Brisbane (+3 flights per week), Melbourne 
(+3 flights per week), Christchurch (+2 flights per week), and Athens (+1 flight per 
week). 
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Explanations 
 
* Due to the merger of JAL and JAS in March 2004 and lack of passenger statistics 
before April 2004, JAL passenger numbers have been excluded from all Jan-Mar ’05 
categories in the above tables.  However, statistics are available from April 2004 
onwards and so all Apr- June ’04 categories and all forecasts include JAL statistics.  As 
JAL is a member of the AAPA, it is assumed that all of their figures include JAL 
statistics. 
 
Passenger Numbers by Route 
The data in this table is derived from the area’s major individual carrier’s websites. 
These carriers include Cathay Pacific, Japan Airlines, Korean Airlines, Malaysia Air, 
Qantas, Singapore Airways and Thai Air. 
 
% change - This compares the last full quarter of this year with the same quarter in the 
previous year. 
 
Forecast - The forecast is based on the trend derived from the equivalent quarter of the 
previous year and the percentage change in the last full quarter. 
 
Passenger Numbers by Seat Class 
The data in this table is derived from data found on Euromonitor’s web pages. The seat 
class data is defined by country and is then applied to the major carrier for that country. 
Two countries are not reported on and the average seat class ratio is applied to these. 
 
Estimated Complimentary Meal Numbers and Type by Route 
The data in this table is calculated by taking the total passenger numbers by route and 
applying a multiplier to provide an estimate of the total meals provided to passengers.  
The multipliers used are based upon consensus meal values agreed upon by a panel 
of experts and are subject to change on a monthly basis. 
 
% change – Please see above. 
 
Forecast – Please see above. 
 
Passenger Numbers by Carrier 
The data in this table is derived from the individual carrier’s websites. The Association 
of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) data is derived from Monthly International Statistics as 
found on their website. 
 
% change – Please see above. 
 
Forecast – Please see above. 
 
 
